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itself delivered over to the domination of emotion,
and sinks to the level of a province conquered by
religion.

As to religion, it becomes in its turn the victim,
if not the slave, of mankind, a condition which to
Comte is the gauge and the end of everything. A
poor wandering shade, it goes from the actual
to the useful, and from the useful to the actual,
the heaven and the promised land of positivist
philosophy.

X. Nearer to us, William James, with his
pragmatist doctrine or religious experience, has
also tried to realise this harmony. He has ad-
vanced farther than his predecessors. Does he
not claim for religions the character of a science?
Knowledge dictated by the heart has for him the
same weight as knowledge resulting from experi-
ence. After all, religion is also an experience.
Aided by a warm and ingenious dialectic, James is
trying to identify feeling, the subjective principle
of the religions, with scientific experience, from
which personality is banished.

Do not mathematicians study the same facts
by the path of infinitesimal calculus, and that of
geometrical analysis? Why, asks James, can we
not study the phenomena which surround us by
both the scientific and the religious methods?